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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the claims as indicated below: 




1. ()^mended) An interlocking seating system comprising: 
a support understructure; 
a plurality of seat modules, each of said seat modules includes a body member having a 
first interlocking nieans and a second interlocking means respectively positioned on a first and an 
opposing second sideyof said body member; and, 
a plurality of fa$teners; 

wherein said first mterlocking means is adapted to receive said second interlocking 
means, thereby allowing adjacent seat modules to interlock and be secured to said support 
understructure by said fasteners inserted through said interlocked interlocking means; 

wherein said blind rabbef!^ and said tabs further include openings defined therethrough; 

and 

wherein said openings define^through said tabs are of a different size than said opening 
defined through said blind rabbets to alftjw lateral and rotational motions between said 
interlocked adjacent seat modules. 
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2. VAmended) An interlocking seating system comprising: 
a supbort understructure; 

a pluraTUy of seat modules, each of said seat modules includes a body member having a 
first interlocking Wans and a second interlocking means respectively positioned on a first and an 
opposing second side^pf said body member; and, 

a plurality of fascieners; 

wherein the interlocl^ng means of a fU"st sfeat module is adapted to receive the 
interlocking means of a secono^eat module, thereby allowing two adjacent seat modules to 
interlock and be secured to said su^ort understructure by said fasteners inserted through said 
interlocked interlocking means; 

wherein said plurality of seat modules comprises interior seat modules and aisle seat 
modules, said interlocking means of said intWior seat modules comprise a tab and a blind rabbet, 
and said interlocking means of said aisle seat ix^odules comprise two blind rabbets, said blind 
rabbets are adapted to interlock with said tabs. 



3. (Amended)\The interlocking seating system of claim 2 wherein said blind rabbets and 
said tabs further include openings defined therethrough, said openings defined through said tabs 
have a different size than said opening defined through said blind rabbets, thereby allowing 
lateral and rotational motions between^d interlocked adjacent seat modules. 
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'2>' 6. (Amended) An interlocking seating system comprising: 
a support iwKlerstructure; 

a plurality of s\at modules, each of said seat modules includes a body member having a 



first interlocking means and a second interlocking means respectively positioned on a first and an 
opposing second side of sa^d body member; ^d, 
a plurality of fastene?^; 

wherein the interlocking means of a first sei(f module is adapted to receive the 
interlocking means of a second sdat module, thereby allowing two adjacent seat modules to 
interlock and be secured to said support understructure by said fasteners inserted through said 




interlocked interlocking means; 

wherein said tab^rther includes^ 



.5 Y 



disposed thereon, wherein said rib impinges a 
jacent seat module after assembly, thereby 
providing frictional resistance to movement fiietween said adjacent seat modules. 



contacted surface of «aid blind rabbet^of 
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7. (Amended) An interlocking seating system comprising: 
a support understructure; 

a plurality of seat modules, each of said seat modules includes a body member having a 
first interlocking means and a second interlocking means respectively positioned on a first and an 
opposing second side of said body member; and, 

a plurality of fasteners; 

wherein the interlocking means of a first seat module is adapted to receive the 
interlocking means of a second seat module, thereby allowing two adjacent seat modules to 
interlock and be secured to said support understructure by said fasteners inserted through said 
interlocked interlocking means; 

wherein each said body member further comprises reinforcement means for added 
rigidity, a curved front, a curved top, and a bottom having a concave surface formed therein; and 

wherein said concave surface engages said curved top when said curved top is deflected 
downward by weight of an occupant. 
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12. (Amended) A seat module for installation on a support comprising: 
^ a one-piece body member having a first and a second engagement member disposed at a 
first and an opposing second side of said body member, respectively; 

said first and second engagement members further including openings therethrough for 
receiving fasteners; 

wherein an engagement member of a first said seat module is adapted to receive an 
engagement member of a second said seat module, thereby allowing the interlocking and 
placement of said first and said second seat modules in a side by side relationship, to be secured 
to said support by fasteners through said openings; and 

wherein said interlocked first and second seat modules are adapted to substantially pivot 
relative to one another. 
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15. O^mended) A seat module comprising: 

a one-piece body member having a first and a second engagement member disposed at a 
first and an opposing\econd side of said body member, respectively; 

said first and secwid engagement members further including openings therethrough for 
receiving fasteners; 

wherein an engagement m'fember of a first said seat module is adapted to receive an 
engagement member of a second said s^at module, thereby allowing the interlocking and 
placement of said first and said second sea\s{nodules in a side by side relationship, to be secured 

to said support by fasteners through said openihgs; 

^ \ 

wherein said openings defined through saidXab comprise a front and a rear elongated 
slots wherein said rear elongated slot is longer than saiosfront elongated slot; and wherein said 
openings defined through said blind rabbets are apertures. 
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19. (Amended) A seat module comprising: 

a one-prt;ce body member having a first and a second engagement member disposed at a 
first and an opposing second side of said body member, respectively; 

said first and se>sx)nd engagement members further including openings therethrough for 
receiving fasteners; \ 

S wherein an engagement member of a first said seat module is adapted to receive an 
engagement member of a seconoSsaid seat module, thereby allowing the interlocking and 
L placement of said first and said second seat modules in a side by side relationship, to be secured 
to^aid support by fasteners through sard openings; 

wherein said body member provides a recessed area for receiving a plate having indicia 
thereon; and \ 

wherein each said body member further includes reinforcement means to provide added 
rigidity, a curved front, a curved upper surface, and\ bottom having a concave surface formed 
therein and adapted to receive said curved upper surface^when said curved upper surface is being 
deflected down by weight of an occupant; and wherein saiaS:ecessed area is tilted upward. 
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20. llAmended) A seating system comprising: 



I^J a support having a plurality of interior seat positions and first and second end seat 




positions withiA a sitting row; 

a pluralityVf interior seat modules adapted for placement on said interior seat positions 
and said first end seat position, each of said plurality of interior seat modules comprising a body 
member having a tab prptruding from a first side and a blind rabbet recessed in a second side of 
said body member; 

an aisle seat modula adapted for plaa^ent\on said second end seat position, comprising 
a body member having at leas\one blind rabc|gp;ecess in a side of said body member; 

a plurality of fasteners fc^ attaching said interior and aisle seat modules to said support; 
and wherein 

said tabs and said blind rabbis further includes openings disposed therethrough for 
receiving said fasteners, said blind raboets are adapted to receive said tabs whereby a seating row 
can be built by pivotably interlocking a ^urality of said interior seat modules and capping said 
plurality of said interlocked interior seat modules with said aisle seat modules, and attaching said 
interlocked interior and aisle seat modules toysaid support by said fasteners through said 



openmgs. 



^ vP (Amended)\^he seating system of claim 20 wherein said body member provides a 

recessed area for receiving^ plate having indicia thereon and wherein said recessed area is tilted 
upward. \ 
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22. ^mended) A seating system comprising: 



a support having a plurality of interior seat positions and first and second end seat 
positions within V sitting row; 

a plurality of interior seat modules adapted for placement on said interior seat positions 
and said first end sea^osition, each of said plurality of interior seat modules comprising a body 
member having a tab protruding from a first side and a blind rabbet recessed in a second side of 
said body member; 

an aisle seat moduli adapted for placement on said second end seat position, comprising 
a body member having at least one blind rabbet recess in a side of said body member; 

a plurality of fasteners for attaching said interior and aisle seat modules to said support; 
end caps adapted for placement said end seat position for receiving plates having indicia 
thereon; and 

wherein said tabs and said bl^nd rabbets further includes openings disposed therethrough 
for receiving said fasteners; 

wherein said blind rabbets are ^apted to receive said tabs whereby a seating row can be 
built by interlocking a plurality of said interior seat modules and capping said plurality of said 
interlocked interior seat modules with said aisle seat modules; and 

( wherein attaching said interlocked in^terior and aisle seat modules to said support by said 
fasteners through said openings. 

wherein said body member provides a Recessed area for receiving a plate having indicia 
thereon and wherein said recessed area is tilted upward. 
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